
For our 19th festival, we once again present 
pianists of all ages from a variety of backgrounds, 
from the young Irish piainst David Vesey at 
the start of his career to the doyen of Irish 
pianists, the legendary John O’Conor. Some 
new names also beckon: The German-Greek 
pianist Danae Dörken makes her Irish debut 
presenting her new Odyssey programme with 
a mix of familiar and new, while the Hungarian 
pianist Daniel Lebhardt offers a programme of 
Liszt masterpieces including the momentous 
B minor Sonata. Our Artistic Director Finghin 
Collins presents the programme of his new CD 
inspired by the great piano manufacturer Pleyel. 
Piano quintets have often been at the core of our 
festival offering and this year the award-winning 
Castalian Quartet from the UK will team up with 
three of our pianists to bring us performances of 
cracking quintets by Brahms, Bloch and Dvorak.  

Two young competition winners perform our 
coffee concerts: Malaysian pianist Magdalene 
Ho stole the hearts of the jury at the 2023 
Clara Haskil Competition in Switzerland while 
Japanese pianist Shunta Morimoto carried off 
the first prize in Hastings in 2022. 

A new Saturday afternoon concert presents the 
charismatic Duo Pianistico in a popular “Stride 
and Swing” programme. 

We hope to see you at many of the concerts!

Presenting our 19th 
international piano festival

Booking information
Tickets are for allocated seating at St. Mary’s Church 
except for Wednesday evening and Friday noon concerts. 
Season tickets are back for patrons who like to have an 
assigned seat for all the concerts. Season tickets for the 
full festival programme cost €150.
Priority Season Ticket booking for Friends will open on 
May 6th (Diamond Friends), May 12th (Gold Friends) and 
May 26th (Silver Friends).
Season tickets for the general public will be available 
from June 9th till June 30th.
General booking for individual concerts will open on  
July 1st. Season tickets will not be available after that date.
Tickets will also be available for each concert at the 
venue, subject to availability.
Children of all ages are welcome to the Wednesday 
night and Friday noon concerts; however all other 
concerts are not suitable for children under 6.
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Promoted by Music for New Ross

Become a Friend
Want to be one of the first to gain access to our 
September Festival? Become a Festival Friend 
for priority booking, acknowledgement in our 
Festival Programme and so much more…

Or why not gift a membership to that someone 
special or to someone who loves the piano.

From as little as €40 per year, you can help us 
continue to provide a world class piano festival 
each year. 

For information:  
Visit www.newrosspianofestival.com  
or email info@newrosspianofestival.com

New  
Ross 
Piano 
Festival
24th–28th September

At St. Mary’s Church of Ireland, Y34 DN82

Featuring today’s most 
outstanding pianists 

Patron: Michael D. Higgins, President of Ireland

Book tickets
Call St Michael’s Theatre or book online: 
00353 51 421 255  
www.stmichaelsnewross.com
For further festival information: 
www.newrosspianofestival.com

Call St. Michael’s Theatre or book online:  
00353 51 421 255  |  stmichaelsnewross.com

For festival details: newrosspianofestival.com

Getting here 
The festival takes place in the South East of Ireland, 
central to Waterford, Kilkenny and Wexford, near the 
Rosslare Ferry Port – GPS 52.30623, -6.94099.

All of our concerts take place in St. Mary’s Church 
of Ireland, New Ross, Co. Wexford, Y34 DN82

St. Mary’s Church 
of Irleand
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“...towards the end of September the 
New Ross Piano Festival brings a volley of 
top-notch concerts to the serendipitously 
generous acoustic of St Mary’s Church...”
Kimon Daltas, International Piano Review



Wednesday 24th September
Young Pianists Concert	 7.30pm
Tickets: €5 (Teachers, parents & participants FREE)

Thursday 25th September
John O’Conor – The Lighter Night 	 7.30pm
A popular programme of well-known classics
Schubert Four Impromptus D899
Beethoven Sonata Op. 27 No. 2 “Moonlight”
A History of the Nocturne – Nocturnes by Field, Chopin, Grieg, 
Scriabin and Debussy
Ginastera Argentinian Dances Op. 2
Tickets: €25 (€10 STUDENTS)

Friday 26th September
Coffee Concert – David Vesey	 12 noon
Performing extracts from Vesey’s Carolan CD and other works.   
Tickets: FREE

Masterclass – John O’Conor	  3.00pm
At the Pastoral Centre on Michael St, New Ross.
Tickets: FREE

Main Evening Concert	  7.30pm
Finghin Collins 
Elaine Agnew  “Seagull” (2005) 
Rhona Clarke “Tread Softly” (2005) 
Pleyel Rondo in E flat major
Pleyel Sonata in B flat major Op. 91 
Chopin Nocturne in B major Op. 9 No. 3
Chopin Valse in A minor
Joseph O’Kelly Au bord de la mer Op. 19
Joseph O’Kelly 1ère Mazurka Op. 48
Georges Pfeiffer 4ème Mazurka de Salon Op. 26
Georges Pfeiffer Nocturne Op. 36
Debussy Hommage à Haydn
Debussy L’Isle Joyeuse

Danae Dörken and Castalian Quartet 
Brahms Piano Quintet in F minor Op. 34
Tickets: €30 (€10 STUDENTS)

Saturday 27th September
Coffee Concert – Magdalene Ho	 12 noon
Winner of Clara Haskil Competition 2023
Bach Partita No. 6 BWV 830 
Thomas Adès Three Mazurkas Op. 27 
Brahms Variations Op. 21 No. 1 
Tickets: €15 (€10 STUDENTS)

New concert for 2025 – Duo Pianistico	 3.30pm
“Broadway and Hollywood in Stride and Swing” 
Arrangements of tunes composed for Broadway shows  
and Hollywood musicals that became part of the Great 
American Songbook.
Tickets: €20 (€10 STUDENTS)

Main Evening Concert	 7.00pm
Danae Dörken
ODYSSEY
Schumann Fantasiestücke Op. 12 
Fazil Say Black Earth (“Kara Toprak”) 
Debussy “Sirènes” from “Trois Nocturnes” L. 91 (arr. Gustave 
Samazeuilh)
Kinan Azmeh Waiting for Friday 
Manos Hatzidakis Waltz of lost dreams 

Daniel Lebhardt and Castalian Quartet
Bloch Piano Quintet
Tickets: €30 (€10 STUDENTS)

Our 2025 Artists 

David Vesey

Castalian Quartet: Sini Simonen, violin, Daniel Roberts, 
violin, Natalie Loughran, viola, Steffan Morris, cello

Duo Pianistico

Finghin Collins

Shunta Morimoto

Magdalene Ho

Danae Dörken

What’s on 

Daniel Lebhardt

John O’Conor

Sunday 28th September
Coffee Concert – Shunta Morimoto	 12 noon
Winner of Hastings International Piano Competiton 2022
Bach French Overture BWV 831
Chopin Fantasie Op. 49
Chopin Impromptu No. 3, Op. 51  
Chopin Barcarolle Op. 60
Tickets: €15 (€10 STUDENTS)

Closing Concert 	 3.30pm
Daniel Lebhardt
Liszt Legend No. 1 
Liszt Sunt Lacrymae Rerum 
Liszt Sonata in B minor 
Liszt La Cloche Sonne
Liszt Legend No. 2 
Finghin Collins and Castalian Quartet
Dvorak Piano Quintet in A major Op. 81
Tickets: €30 (€10 STUDENTS)

Kirk Truman

Kaupo Kikkas

Nikolaj Lund
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Seating plan 
Tickets are for allocated seating at St. Mary’s Church except 
for Wednesday evening and Friday noon concerts. 

Book tickets
Call St Michael’s Theatre or book online: 
00353 51 421 255  
www.stmichaelsnewross.com
For further festival information: 
www.newrosspianofestival.com


